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month. The jnstice of this measure cannot
be questioned, and the patriotic people of,

this country will not grudge the five mil-

lions per annum which it will add to the
Talue of the pension rolL 2Sow let the com-

mittee urge the passage of an act increasing
the pensions of soldiers' orphans. Two dol-

lars a month less than seven cents a day
is a ridiculously small sum out of which to
defray the cost of food, clothiug, and shelter,
for these wards of tiie Ration, and the Gov-

ernment can afford to he just, if not gener-

ous.

Are There Two Commissioners of Pensions?
In our last issue we took occasion to point

out the atrocious character of certain recom-

mendations contained in the last report of
Chief Mack, of the Eastern division of the
Pension Office, to his superior, and we re-

marked of them that they were " a disgrace
to the author and in direct antagonism to
thc printed sentiments of Commissioner

TJudley."

In order that this may be thc more clearly
apparent to onr readers, we now print, side
by side, the opinions of the Commissioner
and his subordinate, as found in the former's
report to the Secretary of the Interior for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883.

COMJIISSIONEB DUDLEY. CinjIF 2IACIZ.

I am, and have always I am of the opinion
been, convinced that the that a limitation should
people of the United bo provided (say 1880 or
States, who arc enjoying 1S37) after which parol
the national prosperity evidence should not be
and content eo dearly accepted to establish
purchased for them by claims not sustained by
the blood of the dead record. Jt is true that
Union soldiers, and by i occasional cases would
the suffering and hard-
ships

arise when a just claim
endured by those might be defeated, but I

who survived sincerely can scarcely imagine one
desire that every soldier where reliable evidence
who contracted a disa-hili- tj' can be obtnined by any

in the service and method twentv or twenty-f-

iveline of duly, and every years after the
widow and minor or event upon which the
dependent of those testimony is supposed to
whose lives were sacri-
ficed,

be based, when the cir-

cumstancesshould receive a were not so
liberal pension. As their unusual as to impress
steward I have endeav-
ored

the fact upon the wit-

nessesto distribute this minds, p. 44.3
bounty graciously aud
speedily, p. 23.

a ft

On July 1, ISSe, as Soldiers are personally
shown by my last an-
nual

just as good and just as
report, there were bail as other people, and

l.lXXLJGe living veterans the temptations and op-

portunitiesof the late war who, or loose
having served their swearing to imaginary
country, and many of facts are by the present
them iucurred pension-
able

methyl so great as to be
disabilities, are now wholly demoralizing.

engaged in peaceful avo-

cations
There is not, in ruy opin-
ion,of civil life, and a class of men on

have never applied for the face of the earth who
pension- - On thc 1st day live In such a high moral
of 3Iay, 1605, the grand atmosphere that a major-

ityarmy of the Union con-
sisted

could resist tbetenip- -
of 1,000,510 men tatiou to at least en-

largeand officers. The com-
parison

upou the truth1'
suggested by when sums of four or five

these .figures is a strik-
ing

hundred to as many
one, and challenges thousand dollars could

respectful attention from be obtained on a few
all, but more especially i alu davits clandestinely
from those who feel in-
clined

made. p. ZL ""

to flippantly and
thoughtlessly denounce
all applicants for pension
as fraudulent or un-
worthy, and all rs

as greedy for pen-
sions, ready to fill their
pockets from the public
treasury. pp.2S-23.-3

t ft , i ft

I am glad to say that The exceedingly small
the means taken to pre-- death-rat- e of persons on
vciit me successful con-
summation

the pension rollsas inva-
lidsof fraud are is to my mind the

reajonab1y efficient to strongest argument that
that end, and if maybe could be advanced in fa-

voreasily demonstrated, I of increased caution
think, that such claims as to thc methods of tak-

ingare to be found mostly in affidavits and depo--
our rejected files. fj. 23 j sitions. Jp. 44.

TFas there ever such an anomaly? Here
is a subordinate who has the audacity not
only 'o flatly contradict the statements of
his superior, but to actually cast suspicion
upon the character of his administration !

At the same time that Commissioner
Dudley expresses the opinion that the
people of the United States " sincerely de-

sire that every soldier who contracted a
disability in the service and line of duty,
and every widow and minor or dependent of
those whose lives were sacrificed, should re-

ceive a liberal pension," this rain possessor

of a little brief authority hasthe hardihood
to demand that after a certain date they
shall be denied the Tight to produce the
testimony of their comrades to the merits of
their claims !

At thesarae time that Commissioner Dud-

ley cites the number of soldiers who yet
survive and have not applied for pension
toshow the groundlessness of the suspicion
that all applicants for pension are fraudu-
lent or unworthy, this employee of his in-

sinuates lhat for the sake of getting pen-

sions of "from four or. fivo-hundre- d to as
many thousand dollars" the latter would
Tesort to perj ury !

At the same time that Commissoner Dud-
ley declares his belief that the means taken
in his office to prevent the consummation
of fraud are reasonably efficient, and that
fraudulent claims are mostly to be found on
his rejected files, Commissioner (?) Mack
sneeriugly refers to u"the exceedingly small
death rate of persons on the pension roll3'
as evidence of its fraudulent character and
as proof of the necessity of exerglsiug " in-

creased caution as to the methods of taking
affidavits and depositions."

"What are our ex-soldi- to understand
by this? Has this monstrous assault by
Chief Mack on the character of our pension-
ers, thc integrity of the pension roll, and
the efficiency of the Pension Office, escaped
the attention of Commissioner Dudley, or is it
to he inferred that Mr. Mack's sentiments are
shared "by his superior, and that tho whole
Pension Office is an organized suspicion?
Heaven forbid that the latter should be the
case! It cannot be possible that the claims
of our ex-soldi- ers are at the mercy of a man
who, although once a soldier himself and
now a member of thc Grand Army, thus
brands his old comrades as frauds, impugns
their veracity, and instead of showing con-

cern on account of the long delay to which
they have been snbjected in tho settlement
of their applications, seems to take a mali-
cious delight in interposing fresh obstacles
ia their path? The very idea is monstrous.
Kather would we believe that-- this is a case
where the impertinence, arrogance and pre--

sumption of a subordinate have strangely
escaped the notice of his superior, and so
heen permitted to go unrebuked. Except
on that supposition it is impossible to ac-

count for the toleration whicli Mr. Mack's
combined attack on the administration of
the Pension Office and the character of our
pensioners has so far received. Commis-

sioner Dudley, from whose lips no slander of
the soldier has ever fallen and whose Mtiity
in the discharge of his duties has never be-

fore been questioned, owes it to himself to
promptly and effectually disclaim all re-

sponsibility for the utterances of this wan-

ton libeller. It is within our personal
knowledge that he has individually labored
hard, and often late into the night, iu order
to do justice to claimants in doubtful cases,
and that among his subordinates there are
many who are distinguished for their fidelity
and skill, on which account it is all the
more greatly to be deplored that doubt
should be cast upon the intentions and
sentiments of the Pension Office through
the gratuitous slanders to which we have
called attention.

A Step iu ho Right Direction.
The House Committee on Invalid Pen-

sions, to which were referred tho various
bills introduced during tho present session
to do away with the requirement of the
Pension Office that applicants for pension
must furnish proof of physical soundness
prior to date of enlistment, has at last favor-

ably reported a bill" embodying the princi-

ple that thcGovernment, by virtue of the
medical examination to which it subjected
every soldier before accepting his services,

is estopped from going behind the record.
This is a most important- - step in the direc-

tion of removing the unjust and unreason-
able restrictions which have made it so dif-

ficult for our A'eterans to prove their claims,
and we trust it will prove the forerunner of
other modifications that are equally nec-

essary. The truth is, that there ought to
be an entire change of policy in the Gov-

ernment's dealings with claimants. The
fact that at the close of the last fiscal year
there were 272,000 claims still pending is,
in itself, sufficient proof that too much im-

portance is attached to compliance with
technical requirements, and too little con-

sideration given to the intrinsic merits of
claims. "Where there is reason to suspect
fraud, it is but right, of course, that the
Government, should avail itself of its power
to arbitrarily reject a claim ; but where the
evidence of comrades and neighbors is ed,

and the only obstacle in the way
of an adjudication is tho silence of the offi-

cial records in regard to the applicant's dis-

ability, it seems to, us that the doubt ought
to be resolved in favor of the soldier. Take,
for instance, the case of Albert Jehl, a bill
to pension whom was passed by the Senate
last week. Jehl had applied for a pension,
in the regular way, on the ground that dur-

ing a rough march with his Tegiment (the
28th Ohio), in the course of which he had
"been, forced, in the midst of winter, to wade
the Greenbrier River and other icy moun-

tain streams, he iad contracted rhenmatism,
aud he produced an abundance of corrobo-

rative evidence of comrades and neighbors
to prove the origin and continuance of his
disability, but because of the lack of record-evidenc- e,

and the claimant's inability to
produce medical testimony that he was
treated for rheumatism while in the army,
tlie Pension office rejected his claim. Why
ghould not tho evidence which was re-

garded by the Senate as sufficient to war-

rant the granting ofa pension, have sufficed
to satisfy the Pension Office, that he was
entitled? The fact is that in the Pension
Office, just a3 much as in Congress, the ben-

efit of the doubt ought to be given to the
soldier, and if that were done a very large
number of the unsettled claims that have
accumulated there could be disposed of in
pretty short order. It is well that a zealous
care should be exercised to protect the Gov-

ernment against fraud, nut the mere absence
of a hospital record, or inability to produce
medical testimony, ought not to be held as
conclusive against a claim otherwise satis-

factorily established.

" We are indebted to Comrade W. L. Cul-bertso- n,

Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l, for a
detailed statement of the growth of the fbf

Iowa during the past year, from
which it appears that at thc close of the last
quarter the total membership was 11,000
and number of Posts 2G4 a gain of 7,191

members (nearly 300 per cent.) and 142 Posts
(200 per cent). Tho following table shows
the gains in membership for each quarter:

1st qr. 2d qr. 3d qr. 4th qr.
Ko. members... 3,818 4,831 7,123 y,428
Net gains 5S0 2,725 2.301 1.5S5

Total close ofqr.4.S98 7,123 0,424 11,009

The following table shows the gains in
number of Posts for each quarter:

1st qr. 2d qr. 3d qr. 4th qr.
Number of Posts 122 153 193 230
Ket gains., 30 40 33 23

Total close of qr... 15S 103 235 201

This is certainly a most flattering exhibit
and significant of the earnest, zealous, and
well-direct- ed work of thc present adminis-
tration. We are glad, to learn from Com-

rade Culbertson that the coming year
promises to be as prosperous as th&last, and
that the gains for thc first quarter are likely
to reach 2,000 members. The official returns
so far received from, the various Depart-
ments give a total membership in thc Grand
Army of 208,000 comrades.

Whkn the publicationof tho .pension list
was under consideration by the last Con-

gress, The Tribune, as our readers will
doubtless remember, vigorously opposed the
measure on the ground that it would sub-

ject many worthy pensioners to needless
and unwarranted suspicion, but we little
expected that among those who would suffer
from this injustice would be a United States
Senator. It will be seen, however, by refcr- -

' cues to au article in another column, thai '

J 7 J3 .sucu as actually the case. U.iie name oi
General Charles F. Mandcrson, now Senator
from Nebraska, having appeared in thc list
of pensioners residing in that State, he was
straightway accused fby a local paper not
only of drawing a pension to which he was
not entitled, but, iuhsmuch as tho record
showed that he had been wounded in the
hack, of cowardice in battle, when, as a
matter of fact, he was stricken down while
gallantly his lines for a charge,
and so seriously injured as to he unable to
retain his command. Elsewhere we print
some interesting correspondence bearing on
the case, from which it will be seen that
Senator Manderson's title to a pension is as
strong as his military record is bright and
spotless.

Forsyth Post, Toledo, Ohio, which,by the
way, is one of tho most efficiently conducted,
charitable, and public-spirite- d in the coun-

try, has departed from ordinary Post usage
by directing the Post hall to be kept open
during the day from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m., and
providing for the establishment of a library
and reading-room- . An employment bureau
is also to be opened in connection with it, of
which Comrade Loenshal is to have charge,
and the Post evidently seems determined to
make itself of the utmost possible utility to
comrades and veterans generally. Its ex-

ample is one that cannot be too widely fol-

lowed. In proportion that our comrades of
the Grand Army generally realize that the
mission of the Order is not simply to pro-

vide social entertainment for its members,
but to be of practical help to them in the
ordinary aflairs of life, in that propor-

tion will its -- influence widen and deepen.
Wo feel sure that this now enterprise will
be a great source of benefit to Forsyth Post,
and we wish it success.

The large majority by which the bill to
pension the survivors of the Mexican war
was passed in the House, on Monday last,
would seem to indicate that the sentiment
of that body is pretty generally friendly to
the soldier, but the real test of its patriot-
ism will come when the various measures
conceived in the interest of the veterans of
the late war are brought up for action.
During the debate on the bill, Mr. Hewitt,
of Alabama, declared that if it passed the
Democrats from the Korth and South would
be tbund standing by the Union soldiers;
we trust an opportunity will soon be offered
to make this promise:goodl

" "

We are indebted to Assistant Adjutant-Gener-al

Wright for a report of the growth
of the Department of the Gulf during the
past year, from which it appears that it now
musters six Posts three in Louisiana (two
in New Orleans, and on in Baton Houge),
and the same number in Texas (one each at
Galveston, Sherman and San Antonio) and
two hundred and three members. One year
ago there was but one ost thatat New
Orleans in existencewith eighty-fiv- e mem-ber- s.

Even in the far South, therefore,
the Grand Army experienced a "boom" last
year.

.IU... ...... fj .,.,. . .

Comrade Geo. S. Merrill, Past Comma-

nder-in-chief and chairman of the pension,
committee of the Grand Army ha3 issued a
call for a meeting of the committee to-nig- ht

at the Riggs House, this city, preparatory to
presenting to Congress the views of the
Order as to the pension and bounty legisla-
tion that ought to be enacted during the
present session. It is to be hoped that the
members of the committee will reach a sub-

stantial agreement in regard to the merits
of the various measures that have been
proposed, and boldly urge their passage.

NEW" PUBLICATIONS.
From Charles Scanner's Sons, New York,

we have "The Creators of the Age of Steel," by
W. T. Jeans, a series of interesting biographies,
beginning with Sir Henry Bessemer, and in-
cluding sketches of tho inventions of Sir
William Siemens, Sir Joseph Whitworth, Sir
John Brown, Mr. S. G. Thomas, and Mr. G--. F.
Suelus. This Is the first time, wo believe, that
an attempt has been made to collect and ar-
range in popular form the salient facts in
the history of steel making, and the re-
sult is a volume that is at once instructive
and entertaining. Particularly interesting
is the story, .of Sir Henry Bessotner's youth,
and the development of his inventive genius.
Coming to London in tho year 1831 a boy
of eighteen, and, as ho describes himself,
"knowing no one, and myself unknowna
mere cipher in a vast sea of enterprise' lie
began his career as a modeler and designer, and
his first invention was a device to prevent the
snrreplitious use of old government stamps a
practice that caused an annual loss to the govern-
ment of half a million dollars. This impressed
tho authorities so favorably that in exchange
for tho invention they offered the lad a position
as superintendent of stamps, but, curiously
enough, just as he was about to accept the offer,
hi? sweetheart suggested that it would be a
sufficient protection against fraud to simply
date each stamp, aud, perceiving how much
cheaper such a method would bo than his own
he recommended ifc to tho government as a
substitute, the consequcnfce of which was that
tho government did not think it worth while
to remunerate him for,thc suggestion. Nothing
daunted, however, ho betook himself to other
fields of invention, and soon succeeded in orig-
inating a machine for tho production of pat-
terns of Utrecht velvets. Jlis next invention
was that of a type-castin- g machine, but it
yielded him nothing. He fared hotter, how-
ever, with a process which he afterwards dis-
covered for tho manufacture, at comparatively
little cost, of bronze powder an article which
was then imported from Germany at a cost of
U2s. per pound, but which ho succeeded in
making for lid. per pound and ifc is worthy of
note that until this day the? method which ho
employed remains a secret. ', Ho was afraid to
take out a patent for it, and instead erected a
factory for its manufacture, --the employees in
which were sworn not to loveal tho process.
Many other inventions, followed this in quick
succession, but it was twt until 1853 when, in
the course of some experiments in tho casting
of cannon, which lie bad undertaken for thc
French Emperor Napoleon, he found that it
would be necessary to employ some stronger
material than iron that his attention was at-
tracted to tho manufacture of steel. The pro-
cess thqn in voguo was at onco very crude aud
costly, aud he set himself to work to discover a
quicker aim enuapor nietnou. iMKliteen
months were spent in useless but... . ",;,..!. n. t.i.. .i 4.. i.it ...cu wic Liua occur! ou. iu mm map y li.'ow- -
iliRDiriiuo xne molten menu in t io crucible.
by means of a movable blowpipe, ho could con
vert ton pounds or so ot crude iron into tho
softest mallxablo iron, and so, upon trial, it
turned out. Those of our readers who are
curious to know how from that genu developed
the brilliant conception of the mammoth ''con-
verter" of tho present day, wid do well to
procure u copy of this boolc and Io ir for rem-.slve- s.

Ifc is for salo in. this city bv W, 11.
.Morrfson. . c . ,

--From, Mo&jrs UXllYlO ac (Jo.. Ntew ', . - T,

York, wo have back numbers II and HI of
their now scries of " Popular Heading." Each
contains several complete stories by well-know- n

authors. In the second number aro to
be found "John Jauo's Ghost," and "ThoDrcam
Woman," by Wilkio Collins; " Lotty Leigh,"
by Bertha M. Clay; The Missing Letter, by
Mrs. Henry Wood; "Mugby Junction," by
Charles Dickens; "Phil. Scott, the Indian Do-fectiv-

and uincty-nin-o choico readings and
recitations. Among tho attractions of tho
third number aro tho ' Christmas Carol," by
Dickens; Jerrold's " Caudle Curtain Lectures,"
and Bortha Clay's " Dora Thorno." The prico
of each number is but thirty cents, which is
certainly very cheap reading.

HE DESERVES IT.
How ami Where Scimtor Sanderson Earned Ilia

Pension. ""

Some time ago thc Omaha Herald, in tho
course of au article on the publication of tho
pension roll, called attention to tho fact that
Senator Mandersou was tho recipient of a pen-
sion of $15 per month, and since it appeared
that ha had heen wounded in thc hack, that he
was able to earn a living without Government
aid, and that no evidences of the effects of his
wound wcro discernible, demanded that he
should surrender his certificate and turn his
pension money into tho Treasury. Natumlly,
the publication of tlm unwarranted assault on
thc diameter of a bra soldier excited intense
indignation, and on the return of tho managing
editor of tho Herald thc veteran journalist,
Dr. Miller the clnu'ges contained in this arti-
cle were promptly and emphatically retracted.
The case has attracted so much attention, how-
ever, and it furnishes such a striking illustra-
tion of the danger of drawing rash conclusions
in regard to tho nierio of pension claims that
we have thought it best to give publicity, as a
matter of general interest, to some documents
which we happen to have in our possession,
relating to General Manderson's military
record. The general enlisted in 1S61 in the
19th Ohio a3 a private and was shortly elected
first lieutenant of his comparJy. His regiment
participated in tho West Virginia campaign
under Eosecraus, which culminated in the
battle of Rich Mountain and tho expulsion of
the rebels from that section, and upon the ex-
piration of its ppriod of service three months

hoassisted in reorganizing it as a three years
regiment, and was mado captain and then
major. The regiment was afterwards ordered
West and was with Buell in his march to the
relief of Grant at Shiloh, Major Mandorson
being afterwards specially mentioned for
bravery in the final strugglo on that bloody
field. Later be participated in tho movements
preliminary to the battle of Stone River and
in that engagement again distinguished him-
self, and in recognition of his gallantry was In
quick succession promoted lieutenant-colone- l,

and almost jinmediately colonel of his regi-
ment, being at that time tho youngest
colonel iu the Army of fhe Cumberland. In
the Atlanta campaign he participated in all
thc important battles up to that at Lovejoy
Station, Ga., September 2, 1361, when ho was
seriously wounded in the spine so seriously
that many emiuent physicians expressed sur-
prise that ho survived. The bullet, indeed,
remains to this day in his right side, and he is
at time3 still a great sufferer from its effects.

It is true that ho was shot iu thc back, but it
was while he was In front of his regiment,
seeking, in the heat of a charge, to re-for- m his
line, aud acting the. part of a hero. For that
reason ho now prizes his pension certificate
above all precious things, believing the pension
roll tobe a roll ofhonor, but thomoney to which
it entities him he annually devotes to the relief
of needy comrades aud their families. General
Mandersou is a member of the Graud Army,
and at the time of his election to the Senate
was commander of his Post, and after taking
Iris seat in the Senate was a delegate to the
National Encampment at Denver. In tho Sen-
ate he is the soldier's friend. The correspond-
ence which we print below shows the circum-
stances under which he received his wound.

GEXEBAL KKTvFFXEE'S RECOLLECTIONS.

General Fred Enetfler, Indianapolis, Ind.,
writes as follows :

aiandcrson's character as a soldierdoes not need
my indorsement or anybody else's. The conduct
of the 19th Ohio, nnder his command from Octo-
ber, 1SC2, until he relinquished command on the
day he was wounded, speaks for itself, and for him
I can add but little, and don't propose to it isn't
needed !

During the Atlanta campaign I was in command
of the 3d brigade. 3d division. 4th army corns. The
10th Ohio wits one of the regiments composing that
brigade. The following is briefly my recollection
of theaflair at Lovejoy Station, Ga., on Septem-
ber 2, 1SG1 : After advancing on the railroad em-
bankment in a southerly direction, the brigade,
wasordercd to the left, through the woods, in or-
der to avoid the fire of a battery which appeared
in front and had control of the embankment.
After leaching a certain point the brigade was
haliedKand a strong skirmish line deployed. The
order was to make an attack upon the rebel lines
which were concealed by the timber. I was in-
formed that the attack would be along the whole
line. As far as I knew, the troops immediately on
the right were parts of the 1st brigade, 3d division,
and ou the left, Grose's brigade of the Jst division,
as I ascertained in the evening when theaflair was
over. The skirmish line of the brigade was of the
19th Ohio, and, if my recollection is not at fault,
commanded by Captain Upton, one of the best offi-
cers of that regiment. The skirmishers advanced
rapidly, and at no great distance came up with the
enemy, in what proved afterwards to be his ad--
vancea line, xneiactwns rcporrea ann commu- -
nieated to General V ood, that the ud vance of the
line was stopped by the proximity of the enemy in
lorce. Alter some consultation witu tlie general, 1
dismounted and went in person to the skirmish
line, which was halted in the edge of the timber,
the enemy's works being in front a very short dis-
tance. The line was of the usual appearance, with
head-log- s upon it. You wilt understand what I
mean. The rebel fire here was very severe, and a
farther advance of the skirmish line was impracti-
cable, or rather impossible. While on the skir-
mish line I was joined by Captain Miller, assistant
adjutant-gener- al of the brigade, and Lieutenant
J. H. Coleiazer, quartermaster of the 79th Indiana,
an acting aid on the stair of the brigade. They
were both behind me, aud I had just attempted to
talk to them when Captain Miller was shot through
tho-hea-d and killed, and Lieutenant Coleiazer was
shot through tho neck and shoulder, being se-
riously wounded. One of the orderlies of the bri-
gade stafl". who-altcmptc- to approach, was killed.
It wa3 getting almost impossible to get out of the
place or movenround without beinginstantly shot.
Desiring-t- inform General Wood of the situation
that no further advance could be made by tlie skir-
mishers, and that if an attack was to be mnde it
must be made in force on looking around for
some means to communicate with him, I discov-
ered Captain Erb, inspector or acting inspector of
thc brigade, approachhig on foot, through a de-
pression in the ground, or ravine, which concealed
him from the enemy. Hailing him, I directed him
to mtorm deneral Woouot t lie situation. Shortly
after that, the line of battle of the brigade ad-
vanced. As soon as it came in sight the enemy's
fire was directed upon it, which, iu a measure, re-
leased or extricated thc skirmish lino from their
position and enabled them to join the advancing
line. Tlie 19th Ohio rtnd 9th Kentucky were on
the right, aud the only regiments I could see
Colonel Mandersou leading his regiment in front,
and Lieutenant-Colon- el Bailey the 9th Kentucky.
I think it was Colonel Mandcrson whom I joined,
when the Hnecnmoup, and told of the death of
Miller, and pointed him to his body. The enemy's
line was vigorously assaulted and token with
many prisoners. In a few moments, after that, or
as soon as the space between the taken line and
the second rebel lino was cleared, the second lino
of the enemy opened a terrible fire of musketrv
and canister at almost point-blan-k range, and all
the troojw of the brigade who had captured works
were compelled to fall back, and driven out to
seek shelter behind the outward force of the cap-
tured line. Here Colonel Mandcrson and Lieutena-

nt-Colonel Bailey were wounded, and a great
number of officers and soldiers killed and wound-
ed. The great loss suffered by the brigade was in
being driven out of the captured line. So com-
pletely did the enemy command the ground that
it was absolutely impossible to withdraw over the
space between the captured line mid tho edge of
the timber, until darkness set in.

A WOHD PIJOJI GENERAL WOOD.

From the gallant General T. J. Wood, of
Dayton, Ohio, we have the following:

General Mandcrson served during tlie entire war
for the suppression of tho great rebellion in the
same army with me much of the time in the same
corps, and during tlie last two years of the war his
regiment was in my division. General Mander-
son's reputation for courage, loyalty and intelli-
gence in the performance of duty was second to
that of no officer of his grade in the Army of the
Cumberland. In thc action at Lovejoy Station,
Ga on September 2, fail, the brigade to which
General Manderson'ft regiment was attached suf-
fered severely in officers and privates.

Jf I ever knew the minute circumstances attend-
ing the wounding of General Mandersou at Love-
joy Station, they htive in tho lapse of more than
nineteen years faded from my memory : but-- have
no doubt he was doing the right thing in the right

an officer of
the fact of his

unwarranted aud
uniuat ncii seguititr. There are man"occasion3 In
a h.ittle in which an officer especially of higher
grade may be called to turn his face temporarily
to the rear in the performance of duty, and if un-
der fire at the moment, he is iu likely to be wound-
ed, and In thc back, nj if in his linbitual position
fnchurtke enemy

Beside, mid in addition to the iibcvs. conshlcni-tion.- -.

in an ii regular HsiR of 'rn'tio there is often
-- much cro'.'j-firin- gj iu S.iut, shots icctn often toeoi.ie
from every direction.

In conclusion : Of the many thu;umd of gallant
and'hijyl c mrud'y w'hsne jicqnatntnnee 1 made
during ihe war, and whoo friendship 1 shall

T-- f
m

anything prejudicial to
established good reputation from
hm&r wounded in the hack is.nn

cherish as long as T live, I recall none with more
sincero satisfaction than Charles F. Mandersos.

WHAT SURQEOK FAILOR SAYS,
Tho following is tho surgeon's diagnosis of

the case:
Ukadquartkks! 10th Omo Yet. Von. 1st..

Hcjrrsvii.U5, Ala., Murch 9, 1SG5.
Colonel Charles F. Slander.ion, 19th regiment of

Ohio Vet. Vol. Inf., having applied for a cer-
tificate on which to ground an application for ac-
ceptance of hU resignation, I hereby certify that I
have c arcfully examined this officer, and found
him incapable of performing the duties of his posi-
tion in consequence of a gun-sh- ot wound received
ut Lovejoy Station, Ga., on the 2d day of Septem-
ber, Ifc&l. The ball entered on tho right of spin us
proeess of eighth dorsal vertebra, injuring the
splnus and tmnsverso process of this vertebra and
diverging downwards, passing under the trans-ver- so

process of 0th dorsal vertebra, and lodging in
the muscles. The most careful examination at
timo of injury failed to determine tho exact locality
of the ball Since the receipt of injury the wound
has closed by cicatrization three times, each time
except tho bwfc breaking out on the occurrence of
deep-seate- d inflammation, and the condition of
the wound Is such as to totally prevent this officer
from performing duty in the saddle. I further de-
clare it as my belief lhat he will not be able to ride
on horseback without danger of exciting inflam-
mation while the ball remains unextrncted.

(Signed) Bksj. 31. FaiiJok.
Surgeon, 19th Ohio.

PENSION. MATTERS.
Proof of Soundness Boforo Enlistment Increasing

Widows' Pensions, etc
Tho following 1? the report of tho nouso.

Committco on Invalid Peu3ioua in favor of tho
bill to relieve applicants from the necessity of
furnishing proof of soundness before enlist-
ment:

The subject-matt- er of the accompanying bills
and the substitute for them, which is herewith re-
potted, is one that has engaged the earnest atten-
tion of your committee. The substantive proposi-
tion embodied therein as an amendment to thc
present law, is the declaration, ofau estoppel against
the Government, forbidding that it should inevery

se inquire into the question of the physical
soundness of the soldier prior to his being mus-
tered into the'scrvice.

This committee, after the fullest discussion and
the most mature deliberation, announce to the
House that, in its judgment, the justice of the
proposition, as embodied in the substitute" bill, is
unassailable. Before either a volunteer or drafted
man was received into the service, the Govern-
ment required that he should pass a rigid exami-
nation, and, in moat instances, soldiers were ex-
amined twice : first, at the time of their enlistment,
and afterwards at Hie time of being mustered into
the service. It has happened, in some instances,
after years of faithful bctvice, a soldier was dis-
charged for disabilitj'j and a certificate of disability
made In his case, stating that the disease or injury
was incurred prior to his enlistment. These cer-
tificates were doubtless, in many instances, made
without the knowledge of tho soldiers, sometimes
upon the statements of third persons, again, by
those who were strangers to the soldier, and have
operated as a perfect and complete bar to his ob-
taining from the Government that to which he
was justly entitled, a recompense for the loss of
health or bodily injury, which, happened to liim
while serving his country.

This committee is informed by the honorable
Commissioner of Pensions that it is in such cases
where a record exists, tending to show .prior un-
soundness, that strict proof is required, and, in
some cases, the record has been held to be conclu-
sive against the soldier, and he is not allowed to
assait it. In ordinary cases, however, the proof
required as to priorsoundness is merely formal.

This bill does not interfere with the proof that is
now required as to incurrence in the line of duty.
The applicant must still show affirmatively that
the injury or dbease was incurred by him while in
the military or naval service, and that it was in the
line-o- f duty, and the Government i3 still allowed
to show that it was not so incurred, but to do so
cannot go beyond the period of his muster into
that service on account of which he ia claiming
pension. There an impenetrable bar is erected, ex-
cept in cases where a pension is claimed for physi-
cal deformities or injuries which were not a bar to t
his enlistment, such as the loss of the left eye. the
loss of the third or ring linger, and some 'others
not necessary to detail here. In such cases the
Government can still inquire into the question of
priorsoundness. And the Government is still left
free to Inquire into any fraud that may have been
practiced by any one claiming a pension to procure
his enlistment or muster into service, but in the
absence of any proof of fraud, the conclusive pre-
sumption is that the man was sound, as the Gov-
ernment so declared him to bo when it received
him into its service. If the officers of the Govern-
ment set up a fraudulent enlistment, it must be
proven by a preponderance of the evidence.

Among a largenumber of rejected claims now
on file in the Pension Office it L impossible for this
committee to say how many will be affected by
this legislation. The Commissioner of Pensions
has stated to the committee that he has no means
of making an. estimate as to the number so affected, 1

nor has tiU3 committee deemed it essential to in-
quire, except as a matter of information for the
House. The controlling reason for reporting the
bill is the justice of the proposed legislation. The
plainest principles of equity, good conscience, and
fcvtr dealing seem to your committee to demand it.
and we unhesitatingly recommend the passage of !

tlie accompanying substitute.
WIDOWS' PENSION'S.

Eoprescntative Matson, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions, ha3 prepared a re-
port to accompany his bill providing for thc
increase of tho pensions to soldiers widows
and dependent relatives from $3 to $12 per
month. Tho report says that the total num-
ber of widows and dependent relatives of sol-
diers in the late war now on the pension roll is
72,130 ; the number of claimants that will prob-
ably Eecure-- .pension, 33,603; the number of
widows of soldiers of 1812, together with claim-
ants who will probably receive pensions, 18,600.
The total nnmber of pensioners, whose rates
will b& increased by the bill, is estimated at
124,333, and the aggregate annual increase of
pensions at $5,967,9dl. The report says that,
owing to thc age of those who will be affected
by the bill, the pension list will rapidly de-
crease.

PENSION EATINGS.
The Secretary of the Interior has received a

communication, signed by Hon. C. C. Matson,
chairman, and eleven other members of the
Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House
of Eepresentatires, reciting that Congress has
received a large number of petitions praying
increase in rate of pension for loss of one eye
and recommending that said rate ba increased
if, in tho judgment of the secretary, it can be
done without injnstice to other classes of pen-
sioners whose pensions are fixed by law, the
rate for loss of one eyo being fixed at one-ha- lf

of total by the present rules of the department
on the subject.

The bill introduced m tho Senater on the
26th ult.r by Senator Voorhees, to amend the
pension laws, provides for au increase of the
pensions of persons who lost an arm or a leg, or
were equivalently disabled by a gunshot wound,
to 50 per mouth ; of those who lost a leg by
amputation and are unable to wear an artificial
leg ; those who losfcan arm by amputation at the
shoulder, and thosewhoare totally disabled from
performing manual labor, to $60 per month, and
of those who lost an arm and a leg, both arms,
both legs, or both eyes, or have becoma totally
blind from, causes occurring in the service, or
have suffered any other injury resulting in
total aud permanent helplessness requiring tho
regular personal aid and attendance of another
person, to $100 per month.

THE LEGAL-TENDE- R ACT.
The Supreme Court Pronounces It Constitutional.

Text of Its Decision.
A decision was Tendered by the Supreme

Court of the United States in the
case of Augustus D. Juilliard vs.

Thomas S. Greenman, brought here by a writ
of error to tho Circuit Conrt of the United
States for the Southern District of 2Tew York.
The question presented by this case as it Is
stated by the court Is : " Whether notes of tho
United States issued in time of war, under acts
of Congress declaring them to be a losal tender
in payment of private debts, and afterwards,
in time of p?ace, redeemed and paid in gold
coin at thc Treasury aud then reissued under
the act of 1873, can, under the Constitution of
the United States, be a legal tender in payment
of such debts?"

"Congress,"' the court says, "as the legisla-
ture of a sovereign Nation, being expressly em-
powered by thc Constitution ' to lay and colleci;
taxes to pay the debts and provide for the com-
mon defease and general welfare of the United
States,' and to 'borrow money on the credit of
tho United States,' and to ' coin money and reg
ulate the value thereof and of foreign coin, and
being clearly authorized, as incidental to the
exercise of those great powers, to emit bills of
crHlit, to charter national bauhs and to pro-
vide a national currency for the whole people
in the form of coin, Treasury notes and na-
tional bank bills, and the power to make
the notes of tho Government a legal tender iu j
payment of private debts being one of the i
powers belonging to sovereignty iu other civil-
ized nations, and not expressly withheld from
Cougress by tho Constitution, we are irresist-
ibly impelled to the conclusion that impress-
ing upon tho Treasury notes of the Uuitcd
States the quality of being a legal teudor in
payment of private debts is an appropriate
means, conducive and plainly adapted to the
execution of the undoubted powers of Congress,
consistent with the letter and spirit of the
Consti tutioHr and, therefore, within theinecn- -

liugnt that instrument necessary aud proper I

i for ca Tying into execution tho powers vested
bv the Constitution iu the Government of the.
CnitriLStates.'

:iieuboiiig our conclusion in the matter of I

.law, the question whether at any particular
time, in war or iu peace, tho exigency is sack
by reason of unusual and. pressing demands oh
the resources of tho Government, or of the In-
adequacy of tho supply of gold and silver cola
to furnish the currency needed for the uses of
tho Government and of tho people, that It is,
as a matter of fact, wise and expedient to re-
sort to this means, 13 a political question, to bs
determined by Congress when tho question of
exigency arises, and not a judicial question to
be afterward passed upou by tho courts.

"It follows that tho act of May 31. 1373, is
constitutional and valid, and that tho Circuit
Court rightly hold that the tender in Treasury
notes reissued and kept in circulation, uudor
thac act, was a tender of lawful money iu pay-
ment of thc defendant's debt to the plaintiff."

Tho judgment of thc Circuit Court fa aff-
irmed- Opinion by Justice Gray, JuBtico- Field
dissenting.

THE OLD WORLD.
Something About What ft Going Oa Ia Other Land- -

TJua Ours.
The British troops have gained their first

victory in Egypt. General Gmhnm, with
something hsa than 1,000 soldiers atuk
the rebels under Osiuau Dig&a, near Tab, ia
tho Soudan, ou the 29th ult. Tho rabefo num-
bered 12,P00 Arabs, who fought desporatoiy-The- y

lost 1,100 men killed, lhida guns aed
other munitions-- The British troops, by a
four-hou- rs march, entered Tokar at noon on
Saturday, recapturing the city ami putting tho
4,000 rebel holding the town to uigftt. Tho
Egyptian government, feeling convinced thatr
General Gordon's mission will fail and his
life bo put in dauger, oUbred to Abd-ol-lvad- er

Pasha tho governorship of Khar&oura wMh
office, however, he refuses to accept un&Bs
General Gordon assents. General Graham wllT
send the Egyptian troops found at Tokur to
join tho garrison at Snakirn. Tlo Enslfeh
troopswiil ho withdrawn to Teb, whouea after
receiving supplies of water, provisions anil
munitions, they will advauco to Tamafnb.
Before thc British renew the attack upon the
rebels Osmaa Digna will be offered a confer-
ence. The '1,000 rebels that fled from Tbknr
when tho British entered the town ou ShSiw
dayjoined 03man Digna-- Only 1,000 ef Dfease
are Soudanese, being fanatics sent from Rerdo-fau,a- nd

Darfour. If Osmaa Digna refuses to
surrender, it is expected that the rest of the
tribes under sheikhs will express their desire
to come to tenn3. London is alarmed by the
recent dynamite outrages, and thc authorities
have offered J,0OO reward for the arrest of fcfie
perpetrators- - Two Irish-America- ns are sus-
pected of the outrages, and are bemg searched
for. In the House of Lord3 Baroa Waveney
urged that a communication oa the subject be
addressed to the authorities at Washfagtau.

German ministerial newspapers hfat at a
diplomatic campaign against England on tho
part of Germany, Kussia, Austria' and France.

Ex-Speak- er Brand, of the British House of
Commons, has been awarded a pension of

4.000. The Czar has decided to caH tho
Superior Council to consider and deaf with
the question of nihilism ia Russia. The
Spanish government hasv at the request of
Minister Foster, consented to allow the transfer
by sea of the body of Mr. Partridge, formerly
United States minister to Peru, who committed
suicide at Malaga, on the 23d nit., at tAe hose
of 3Iarqui3 Loring. After his call frent Peru,
in 1S83, Mr. Partridge suffered from HC-hea-

and mental depression on account of family
losses. Three weeks ago he went to Spain to
recruit his strength, and there was noshing-i- n

his conduct to indicate that he had any inten-
tion of self-destructi- on until he went to tho
terrace of the Marquis of Loring's house and
shot himself with a revolver. The bust of
Lonnfel low was unveiled in tho Poet's Corner,
In Westminster Abbey oa the 1st InsL The
funeral serviees of the late United States Min-
ister Huut were held In St. Petersburg; oa the
4th inst--

The Franklin-Coun- ty CXew York) Veteran Asso-
ciation.

Comrade E. A. Chaffee, Erushton,, 3T. Y.,
writes us that the Franklin County Veteran,
Association held a Beunion at Brcshfon on tins
22d uit., when the following ofiieers ware,
elected for the coining year: Colonel, H. B.
3Ieigs. Malone, N. Y.; LientenanS-Cafoee- i,

John K. Moult, Chateaugay Lake; Major, H.
S. Eoach, Bangor; Adj6, S-- S. WillarrL Ma-
lone; Chaplain, W. Itiley Helms, St RsJ3.
Falls; Snrgeon, Ealph Erwin, Malone.; S.3C,,
E. A. Chaffee, Brushtou; Q. M., H. A. Miller,
Malone; Q. M.S., Miller J. Warren. Chateaugay
The as3ociatI5n adopted resolutions iadbis-in- g

the Bobinsonbill, urging upon Congress fcha
bill equalizing bounties, and. opposing: the

of the proposed pension commis-
sion. The business of the Beunion being com-
pleted, the veterans of the county became; ihe
guests of F. F. Meads Postaad an elegant din-
ner was partaken of at the Commercial
House, after which a Camp-fir- e washeld by the.
Post. Addresses were madeby Chaplara ffekna
aad N. H. Munsil, Esq., and excellent music
was furnished by the Brushtou Glee Club-- In
the evening, the Brushton Dramatic Club ren-
dered " The Banker's Tragedy " for the-bene- fit

of the Post.

Beunloa of the 120th Yew York Volunteers.
Abous sixty members of the 120th New York

volunteer infantry assembled in Yborneea'
Hall, Kingston, N. Y., on the 22d ult. for the
purpose of holding their seventeenth annual
Beunion. After an excellent repast had bea
partaken of the company was entertained by
songs rendered by Mr. Hommel, of Saitgerties;
a reading by Major Everett on " Ties of Coni-radeshi- p;"

an address by General Sharpa oa
tho subject, "The Army of the PotHiac;
Prof. Cheney, ou " George Washingiou; w Cap-
tain J. H. Holmes, Captain Sayderr of Hiit
Falls; Egbert Lewis, Mr. Fiske, and Eev. Dr.
Osbon also spoke. At the close of fihe enter-
tainment the following officers were chosn for
the ensuing year: President, L B. Van Wag-one- n

; vice-preside- nt, Warren D. Kemble; sec-
retary, Albert Carr; treasurer, Levi Boosa.
Executive committee, J. L. Snyder, J-- F. Joe-bury- ,

G. A. Hart, A. S. Graham, and Ambrose
M. Barber.

Kennlon of Company F, 2d Vermont Yolnnteers.
Comrade L. D. Savage, Waitsfield, VcP writes

us that on the 21st ult. twenty-fiv- e members, of
company F, 2d Vermont regiment volunteers
(the old "Capital Guards"), met at Moatrpelier,
Vt., and formed an association, and elected the
following ofiieers for the ensuing year: Presi-
dent, F. V. Kaudall. of Brookfieluf; firafc vice-presid- ent,

George W. Bridgemau, of Barton ;
second vice-preside- nt, George W. FJagg, of
Braintree; and treasurer,. L D. Sav-
age, of Waitsfield. A public Camp-fir- e was heldT'
in the evening, attended by a largo number of
ex-soldi- and citizens. Speeches were made
by several of the rs of the cempaay.
Mu3ic was furnished by the child violfonists,
the Eeynolds sisters, of Tuubridge, Vt-- After
the Camp-fir- e the members partook of a ban-
quet provided for the occasion, when they ea--
gaged in a pleasant social visit and listened to
many incidents of personal experience by
different comrades.

Bcanion of the SOUt Indiana CaTalry.
Comrade W. E. Hardy, JNoblesvillc,. Ind..

writes U3 that the 39th Indiana regiment (3fch
cavalry) will hold their first Bourdon at that
place on the 7th and 8th of April. 1S34, ia
commemoration of the battle of SbiIohr ia
which battle the regiment took an active part.
All members of this regiment are requested to
seud their names and addresses to O.A.Somersj
Kokomo, Ind., that they may he placed oa ehe
regimental roll.

Reunion of tlio ootli Illinois Infaatry.
Comrade H. H. Joalin. secretary of the So--

ciety of Co. C, 55th Illinois infantry, Duraud,
ILL, invites correspondence treat all parsonstin- - '

forested ill getting the survivors of that com- - "

pany and regiment together for tlie purpose of
holding a Beunion.

THE MAGAZINES- -

The Phrenological Journal for Marclv opens,
with a thoughtful paperou Theodore Parker.
illustrated with an excellent portrait. Among
; ,.ti.i. ..t;.. - in t ...i -- i . .'"" akui;unuuaiuo uu miusLiaifu nrueiu oil
Alaska; a phrenological sketch of Mario, the
famous tenor, and a critical roview of Dr.
Hammond's last work. " Insanity la Its Medi-
cal Belations." There are, besides, many short
articles oa subjects of general interest--

We are indebted to 3rr. Normaa L. Hope,
Hartford. Conn., for a novelty m the shape of
a G. A- - Iwilk handkerchief embellished with. .

the bad e of the Order,, as also thc kulge3o
the various arurv corps stamped in whitev oa a
blue ground. The design Is very attractive
th&siifcot the finest quality. :uut uic price
spventv-fiv- e cents places it within the reach.

t rtWfc UVOlntairtT AmtwirTiiIU1UI.HIU. Xr-ITo- j-o is this aget.fwc'
the luauBftclurera Cheney Breakers.
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